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When Marcus Brutus grows fo covetous. 

To lock, fuch rafeal counters from his friends, 

Be ready, gods ! with all your thunder-bolts, 

Dafli him to pieces. Shakefpeare' s yulitis Cafar. 

3* 1 he form on which goods are viewed and money told in a 
fliop. 1 

A fine gaudy minx, that robs our counters every night; and 
then goes out, and fpends it upon our cuckold-makers. Dry den. 

In half-whipt muflin, needles ufelefslic; 

And fliuttle-cocks a-crofs the counter fly : 

Thefe fports warm harnilefs. Gays Trivia. 

Sometimes you would fee him behind his counter felling 
broad-cloth, fonietimes mcafuring linen. Arbuth. Hi/l.ofJ.B. 

W hether thy counter fliinc with fums untold. 

And thy wide-grafping hand grows black with gold. Swift. 

4 - Counter of a Horfc , is that part of a horfe’s forehand that 
lies between the flioulder and under the neck. Farrier s Did?. 

Counter, adv. [contre, Fr. contra , Latin.] 

1. Contrary to; in opposition to. 

Shall we er e& two wills in Gods, and make the will of his 
ptrpofe and intention run counter to the will of his appro- 

bat j°" ? _ South's Sermons. 

i he profit of the merchant, and the gain of the kingdom, 
are fo far from being always parallels, that frequently they run 
counter one to the other. ' Child's Difcourfe on Trade. 

I le thinks it brave, at his firft fetting out, to fignalize him- 
felf in running counter to all the rules of virtue. Locke. 

2 . The wrong way. 

How chcai fully on the falfe trail they cry. 

Oh, this is counter , you falfe Danifh dogs. Slsakefp. Hamlet. 

3. Contrary ways. 

A man whom I cannot deny, may oblige me to ufe perfua- 
fions to another, which, at the fame time I am fpeaking, I 
may wilh may not prevail on him : in this cafe, it is plain, the 
will and the defire run counter. Locke. 

4. This word is often found in compofition, and may be placed 
before any word ufed in a fenfe of oppolition. 

That defign was no fooner known, but others of an oppo- 
site party were appointed to fet a counter-petition on foot. C/ar. 

I o Cou nte r a'ct. v. a. [counter and ad?.] To hinder any 
thing from its effed by contrary' agency. 

Jn this cafe we can find no principle within him ftrong 
enough to counterad? that principle, and to relieve him. South. 

lo Counterbalance, v. a. [counter and balance.] To 
weigh again!! ; to ad againft with an oppofite weight. 

There was fo much air drawn out of the veffel, that the 
remaining air was not able to counterbalance the mercurial 
cylinder. _ Beyle. 

Few of Adam’s children are not born with feme biafs, 
which it is the bufinefs of education either to take off, or 
counterbalance. Locke. 

Counterbalance, n.f. [from the verb.] Oppofite weight; 
equivalent power. 

But peaceful kings, o’er martial people fet. 

Each others poize and counterbalance are. Dryd. Ann. Mirab. 
Money is the counterbalance to all other things purchafeablc 
by it, and lying, as it were, in the oppofite fcale of com- 
merce. ’ Locke. 

To CountkRBu'ff. v. a. [from counter and buff.] To im- 
pell in a direction oppofite to the former impulfe ; to Itrikc 
back. 

The giddy fliip, betwixt the winds and tides. 

Forc’d back and forwards, in a circle rides, 

Stunn'd with the difPrent blows ; then fhoots amain, 

’Till counterbuff' d fhe Hops, and fleeps again. Dryden. 

Counter buLf. n.f. [counter and buff.] A blow in a con- 
trary direction ; a llroke that produces a recoil. 

He at the fecond gave him fuch a counterbuff, that, becaufe 
Phalantus was not to be driven from the faddle, the faddle 
with broken girths was driven from the horfc. Sidney. 

Go, captain Stub, lead on, end fhow 
What houfe you come of, by the blow 
You give firQuintin, and the cuff 

You ’fcape o’ th’ fandbags counterbuff. Ben. Johnfon. 

Cu'unteRcaster. n.f. [from counter, fora falfe piece of mo- 
ney, and cajler.] A word of contempt for an arithmetician ; 
a book-keeper ; a caftcr of accounts ; a reckoner. 

I, of whom his eyes had feen the proof 
At Rhodes, at Cyprus, mull be let and calm’d 
By debtor and creditor, this countercajler. Shakefp. Othello. 

Co’usTERCHApiCE. n.f. [counter and change.] Exchange; 
reciprocation. 

She, like harmlefs lightning, throws her eye 
On him, her brothers, me, her mailer, hitting 
Each object with a joy. The aunt cr change 
Is ftv’rally in all. Shakefp care's Cymbeline. 

To Co’unterchance. v. a. To give and receive. 

Co u NTE RCHA' km. n.f. [counter and charm.] That by which 
a charm is difiolved ; that which has the power of deftroying 
the effects of a charm. 

Now touch’d by countercharms they change again, 

And Hand majeftick, and recall’d to men. F opes Odyffey. 
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I o Countercha'rm. v, a. [from counter and f harm 1 T 
deftroy the effea of an enchantment. 

Like a fpell it was to keep us invulnerable, and fo counter 
charm all our crimes, that they Ihould only be adive to nUc 
not hurt us. < ' Decay of 

To Countercheck, v. a. [counter and check.] To oil. 
pofc ; to Hop with fudden oppolition. 

Countercheck, n.f. [from the verb.] Stop; rebuke. 

If again I faid his beard was not well cut, he would fty I 
lye : this is called the countercheck quarrel fome. Shakefp care 

To Counterdra'w. v. a. [from count, r and draw . ] YVitli 
painters, to copy a defign or painting by means of a fine linen 
cloth, an oiled paper, or other tranfparent matter, whereon 
the ftrokes appearing througli are traced with a pencil. Chant. 

Cou NTE RESIDENCE, n.f. [counter and evidence.] Teflimony 
by which the depofition of fome former witncls is oppofed. 

Senfe itfelf dcte&s its more palpable deceits By a counter - 
evidence, and the more ordinary impoftures fcldom outlive die 
firft experiments. Glanvillc's Sapf. c . ic. 

We have little reafon to queftion his teftimony in this 
point, feeing it is backed by others of good credit, and all 
becaufe there is no counterevidenct , nor any witnefs that appears 
again!! it- Burnet’s Theory of the Earth 

To COUNTERFEIT. n. [contrefaire, French.] 

1. To copy with an intent to pafs the copy for an original , to 
forge. 

What art thou, 

That counterfeits the perfon of a king ? Shakefp. Henry IV. 
It came into this prieft’s fancy to caufc this lad to counter- 
feit and perfonatc the fccond fon of Edward IV. fuppofed to 
be murdered. Bacon's Henry Mil. 

There have been fome that could counterfeit the diftance of 
voices, which is a fecondary objed of hearing, in fuch fort, 
as when they Hand fall by you, you would think the fpeech 
came from afar off in a fearful manner. Bacon’s Nat. Hif.ory. 

Say, lovely dream, where could’ft thou find 
Shadows to counterfeit that face ? JFaller. 

It happens, that not one iingle line or thought is contained 
in this impolture, although it appears that they who counter- 
feited me had heard of the true one. Swift. 

2 . To imitate; to copy; to refemblc. 

And, Oh, you mortal engines, whofe rude throats 
Th’ immortal Jove’s dread clamours counterfeit, 

Farewel 1 Shakcfpeare' s Othollo. 

0 Eve ! in evil hour thou did’ft give ear 
To that falfe worm, of whomfoever taught 

To counterfeit man’s voice. Milton's Paradife Lojl, b. ix'. 
To counterfeit , is to put on the likenefs and appearance of 
fome real excellency : Briftol-ftones would not pretend to be 
diamonds, if there never had been diamonds. 7 illotfon's Scrtn. 

Co'u nterfeit. adj. [from the verb.] 

1. That which is made in imitation of another, with intent to 
pafs for the original ; forged ; fictitious. 

I learn 

Now of my own experience, not by talk. 

How counterfeit a coin they are, who friends 
Bear in their fuperfeription ; in profperous days 
They fwarm, but in adverfe withdraw their head. Milton. 
General obfervations drawn from particulars, are the jewels 
of knowledge, comprehending great (tore in a little room; 
but they are therefore to be made with the greater care and 
caution, left, if we take counterfeit for true, our fhamc be the 
greater, when our flock comes to a fevere ferutiny. Locke. 

2. Deceitful ; hypocritical. 

True friends appear lels mov’d than counterfeit. Rofcomin. 

Counterfeit, n.f. [from the verb.] 

1 . One who perforates another ; an impoftor. 

1 am no counterfeit ; to die is to be a counterfeit ; for he is 
but the counterfeit of a man, who hath not the life of a man. 

Shaktfpeare' s Henry IV. p. i. 
This prieft, being utterly unacquainted with the true perfon, 
according to whofe pattern he Ihould fhape his counterfeit, 
yet could think it poflible for him to inftrud his player, either 
in’gefture or falhions, or in recounting paft matters of his life 
and education, or in fit anfwers to queftions, any ways to come 
near the refemblance of him whom he was to reprefent. Bacon. 

But truft me, child, I’m much inclin’d to fear 
Some counterfeit in this your Jupiter. Addi fan's Ovid. Metam. 

2. Something made in imitation of another, intended to paft for 
that which it refembles ; a forger)'. 

My father was I know not where. 

When I was ftampt. Some coiner, with his tools, 

Made me a counterfeit ; yet my mother feem’d 
'I‘he Dian of that time. Shakefpeare' s Cymbeline. 

There would be no counterfeits but for the fake of fomething 
that is real ; for though all pretenders feem to be what they 
really are not, yet they pretend to be fomething that really is- 

7 illotfon's Sermons. 

Counterfeiter, n f. [from counterfeit.] A forger; one who 
contrives copies to pafs for originals. 

Henry the fecond altered the coin, which was corrupted by 
counterfeiters, to the great good of the commonwealth, i r.mden. 

I CVuNTERFElTLY- 
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Co'uNTfeRf fitly, adv. [from counterfeit.] Falfely ; fidili- 

oufl v ; with forgery. . . 

Since the wifdom of their choice is rather to have tnv cap 
than my heart, I will praaifethc infinuating nod, and be oft 
to them moft cmmterfeitly. Shaktfpeare s Cortolanus. 

CoUNTRRFE'RMENT. n.f. [counter and ferment.] ferment 
oppofed to ferment. 

What unnatural motions and counter ferment! mult a medly 
of intemperance produce in the body ! When I behold a 
fafhionable table, 1 fancy I fee innumerable diftempers lurking 
in ambufeade among the difhes. Atldifon s Sped! at or, N . 1 95. 

Counterfe'sancf. n.f [contrefaifunce, brench.] The act 

of counterfeiting; forger)'. 

And his man Reynold, with fine counterfjancc. 

Supports his credit and his countenance. Hubberd's Talc. 

Such is the face of fallhood, fuch the fight 

Of foul Ducfla, when her borrow’d light 

Is laid away, and counterfefance known. Fairy Lgncen, b. i. 

. Co'u NTER FORT. n.f. [from counter and fort.] 

Counterforts, buttreffes or fpurs, are pillars ferving to fup- 
port walls or terraffes, fubjed to bulge, or be thrown down. 

Chambers. 

CoUNTERGaL.e. n.f [from c sunter and gage.] In carpentry, 
a method ufed to meafure the joints by transferring the breadth 
of a mortife to the place where the tenon is to be, in order to 
make them fit each other. Chambers . 

Countergua'r d. n.f. [from counter and guard.] A fmall 
rampart with parapet and ditch, to cover fome part of the 
body of the place. Military Did?. 

Counterli'gmt. n.f. [from counter and light.] A window or 
light oppofite to any tiling, which makes it appear to a difad- 
vantage. Chambers. 

To Counterm a nd. v.a. [emtremander, French.] 

1, To order the contrary to what was ordered before ; to con- 
tradid, annul, or repeal a command. 

In ftates notorioufly irreligious, a fecret and irrefiftible 
power countermands their deepeft projects, and fmites their 
policies with fruftration and a curie. South’s Sermons. 

Aviccn countermands letting blood in cholcrick bodies, be- 
caufe he efteems the blood a bridle of the gall. Harvey. 

2. To oppofe ; to contradict the orders of another. 

For us to alter any thing, is to lift up ourfelves againft God, 
and, as it were, to countermand him. Hooker. 

Counter ma'nd. n.f. [contrmand, Fr.] Repeal of a former order. 

Have you no countermand for Claudio yet, 

But he mull die to-morrow ? Shakef. Meafure for Meafure. 

To Counterma'rch. v. n. [ counter and march. ] To 
march backward ; to march in indirect ways. 

Counterma'rch. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1 . Retroceflion ; march backward ; march in a different direc- 
tion from the former. 

How arc fuch an infinite number of things placed with fuch 
order in the memory, notwithftanding the tumults, marches, 
and countermarches of the animal fpirits ? Collier on Thought. 

2. Change of meafures ; alteration of conduit. 

They make him do and undo, go forward and backwards 
by fuch countermarches and retractions, as we do not willingly 
impute to wifdom. Burnet's Tloeory of the Earth. 

Counterma'rk. n.f. [from counter and mark.] 

1 . A fecond or third mark put on a bale of goods belongin'* to 
fevcral merchants, that it may not be opened but in the pre- 
fence of them all. 

2. I he mark of the goldfmiths company, to {hew the metal is 
ftandard, added to that of the artificer. 

3. An artificial cavity made in the teeth of horfes, that have out- 
grown their natural mark, to difguife their age. 

4. A mark added to a medal a long time after it is ftruck, by 

which the curious know the fevcral changes in value which 
they have undergone. _ ~ Chambers. 

1 o Ccuntf.rma'rk. v.a. [counter and mark.] 

A horfe is faid to he countermarkcd when his Corner-teeth 
are artificially made hollow, a falfe mark being made in the 
hollow place, in imitation of the eye of a bean, to conceal the 
horfe’s age Farrier's Did?. 

Eountermi'nf. n.f. [counter and mint.] 

i- A well or hole funk into the ground, from which a <rallery or 
branch runs out under ground, to feck out the enemy’s mine 
and difappoint it. Military Did?. 

After this they mined the walls, laiJ the powder, and 
rammed the mouths ; but the citiz.cns made a countermine , and 
thereinto they poured fuch a plenty of water, that the wet 
powder could not be fired. Hayward 

2. Means of oppofition ; means of counteraction. 

He thinking himfell contemned, knowing no countermine 
againft contempt but terror, began to let nothing pafs, which 
m, ° ht bear the colour of a fault, without fliarp punifhment. 

3 . A 11 ratagem by which any contrivance is defeated. 

he matter being brought to a trial of (kill, the countermine 
only an afl „r felf-prafcrva.ion. Llju.fZf. 

[from the noun ] J 


COU 


by which tile pow- 


an aci 

To Counter - iii'jtt. 


W. a. 


1. To delve a pafftgc into an enemy’s mine, 
der may evaporate v/ithout mifchief. 

2. To counterwork ; to defeat by fecret meafures. 

Thus infallibly it muff be, if God do not miraculoufly coun- 
termine us, and do more for us than wc can do againit our- 
felves. Decay of Ptety. 

Countermo'tion. n.f. [counter and motion.] Contrary mo- 
tion ; oppofition of motion. 

That rcfiftance is a countermotion, hr equivalent to one, is 
plain by this, that any body which is preffed, muft needs 
prels a sain on the body that prefl'cs it Digby on the So A. 

If anv of the returning fpirits Ihould happen to fall foul 
upon others which are outward bound, thefe countermotions 
would overfet them, or oceafion a later arrival. Co.lter. 

Countermu're. n.f. [contre mur, French.] A wail built up 
behind another wall, to fupply its place. ... 

The great lliot flying continually through the breach, did 
beat down houfes ; but the eountermure , new built againft the 
breach. Handing upon a lower ground, it feldom touched. 

Knol/es’s Hijlcry of the T Urks. 

Counterna'tural. adj. [counter and natural.] Contrary to 

nature. . 

A confumption is a countcmatural hedick extenuation of the 
body, Harvey on Confumptions. 

Counte rno'ise. n.f. [counter and noife.] A found by which 
anv other noife is overpowered. 

They endeavoured, either by a conftant fucceflion of fen- 
fual delights, to charm and lull allecp, or elfe, by a counternoife 
of revellings and riotous excefles, to drown the fofter whifpers 
of their confcience. Calamy’s Sermons. 

Countero'pening. n.f. [counter and opening.] An aperture 
or vent on the contrary fide. 

A tent, plugging up the orifice, would make the matter re- 
cur to the part difpofed to receive it, and mark the place for a 
counteropening. Sharp’s Surgery. 

Counterpa'ce. n.f. [counter and pace.] Contrary meafure ; 
attempts in oppofition to any fcheme. 

When the leaft counterpaces are made to thefe refolutions, it 
will then be time enough for our malecontents. Swift. 

Co'unterpane. n.f. [ contrepoint , French.] A coverlet for 
a bed, or any thing cllc woven in fquarcs. It is fometimes 
written, according to etymology, counterpoint. 

In ivory coffers I have ftufft my crowns ; 

In cyprefs chefts my arras counterpanes. Shakefpcare. 

Counterpart, n.f. [counter and part .] The correfpondent 
part ; the part which anfwers to another, as the two papers 
of a contract ; the part which fits another, as the key of a 
cipher. 

In fome things the laws of Normandy agreed with the 
laws of England ; fo that they feem to be, as it were, copies 
or counterparts one of another. Hate’s Common Law of England. 

An old fellow with a young wench, may paft for a counter- 
part of this fable. L' Ejlrangc, Fab. 82. 

Oh counterpart 

Of our foft fex ; well arc you made our lords : 

So bold, fo great, fo god-like are you form’d. 

How can you love fo iilly things as women? Dryd. K. Aith. 

He is to conlider the thought of his author, and his words, 
and to find out the counterpart to each in another language. 

Dry den. 

In the difeovery the two different plots look like counter v 
parts and copies of one another. Addi fob's Spedtator , N°. 267. 

Counterplf.'a. n.f. [from counter and plea.] In law, a repli- 
cation : as if a ftranger to the adion begun, defirc to be ad- 
mitted to fay what he can for the fafeguard of his eftatc ; that 
which the demandant allegeth againft this requeft is called a 
counterplea. ~ Cowel. 

i o Counterplot, v.a [counter and plot. ] To oppofe 
one machination by another ; to obviate art by art. 

Counterplot, n.f. [from the verb.] An artifice oppofed 
to an arrificc. 

H i.e wolf here, that had a plot upon the kid, was con- 
founded by a counterplot of the kid’s upon the wolf; and fuch 
a counterplot it was too, as the wolf, with all his fagacity, was 
not able to fmcll out. L'Ejlrange , Fab. . 7 4. 

Counterpoint, n.f. A coverlet woven in fquarcs, com- 
nionly fpoken count erpain. See Counterpane. 

I o Counterpoise, v. a. [counter and p>oife.] 

1. I o counterbalance ; to be equi-ponderant to; to ad’ againft 
with equal weight. s 

Our fpoi! wc have brought home. 

Do more than countcrpoift a full third part 

The charges of the adion. Shakefpeare's Coriolanus. 

I he force and the diftance of weights, counterpdfmg one 
another ought to be reciprocal. Digby on the Soul 

1 o produce a contrary action by an equal weight 
The heavinefs of thefe bodies muft be counterpoifed by a 
plummet, that may be faftened about the pulley to the axis. 

-p n . , , Wilkins's Math. Ah ipico 

. I o ad V. 1th equal power againft any perfon or caufe. 

So many freeholders of Etigiifh will be able to beard and to 
(ountcrp.ije the rett. o r , , 10 

J openjer on Ireland. 

Counterpoise. 


2. 


